
Tutorial for querying Ottawa inspections data in MySQL 

Be sure to follow this tutorial, using The Data Journalists’ chapter five 

as a reference. It will help you understand the concepts behind the 

steps you’ll be following in this tutorial.  

 

1) Go to the “Public Health Inspection Data” on city of Ottawa’s 

open data portal 

2) Download the “all inspection data” 

 
3) Once you’ve saved the file to a folder, unzip the contents. 

 

http://data.ottawa.ca/dataset/public-health-inspection-data


4) Inspections, violations, businesses and legend are the files we’ll 

be uploading to MySQL. 

5) To get a sense of what the files look like, open them in your text 

editor, which is explained in greater detail on pages 34 and 34 of 

our textbook’s appendix on cleaning data.

 
6) Open your workbench to upload the files into MySQL. 

7) Load the MySQL tab that contains the queries for this dataset. Be 

sure to follow the steps in the query tab in conjunction with the 

explanations in The Data Journalists’ chapter five.  

http://www.davidmckie.com/Appendix%20A:Data%20Integrity%20and%20Cleaning.pdf
http://www.davidmckie.com/Appendix%20A:Data%20Integrity%20and%20Cleaning.pdf
http://www.davidmckie.com/Allinspection_queries_for_tutorial.sql

