
Working with Statistics Canada Crime Data 

Story on human trafficking 

Trafficking report on DocumentCloud 

This is a typical crime story. The aim of this assignment is to public records, 

including crime statistics, documents and interviews with real people to produce 

well-told, original and compelling stories. So let’s see how we can improve on this 

story.  

1. Go to StatsCan “Incident-based crime statistics, by detailed violations 

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a33?RT=TABLE&themeID=2102&spMod

e=tables&lang=eng 

2. Select the first title, CANSIM table 252-0051 

3. Select the Add/Remove data tab at the top to obtain access to the full 

dataset 

4. Step 1: select Geography – All 

5. Step 2: “Expand” the section so you can see all the violations   

6. Select: Violations – Trafficking in persons (1525) (hint: to find it quickly, use 

control-F) 

7. Step 3 – “Expand” the section to see the various statistical categories 

8. Select: Statistics – “Actual incidents”, “Rate per 100,000”, “Percentage 

change in rate”, “Total cleared” (NOTE: Numeracy comes into play when 

dealing with crime stats where it’s important to deal in rates rather than 

actual numbers. 

9. Step 4 – Select the time frame – From 2010 – 2015 

10. Step 5 – Select the Screen output format – HTML table, time as columns, 

normal retrieval 

11. Step 6 – Apply 

file://///1.97.80.10/data4/McKied/Kings%202016/Lesson%20plans/(David%20McKie,%20June%2030,%202016)%20The%20Globe%20and%20Mail_Ontario%20unveils%20$72-million%20plan%20to%20fight%20human%20trafficking.docx
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/2938841-TraffickingInPersonsReportJune2016.html#annotation/a305615
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a33?RT=TABLE&themeID=2102&spMode=tables&lang=eng
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a33?RT=TABLE&themeID=2102&spMode=tables&lang=eng


12. Select the “Download” tab, which takes you to this prompt: 

 
13. Select Option 1, AND NOT OPTION 2, WHICH IS THE ENTIRE TABLE, WHICH 

CAN NOT BE OPENED IN EXCEL BECAUSE IT CONTAINS MORE THAN 

MILLION ROWS, ALSO REFERRED TO AS RECORDS (NOTE: The text editor, 

EmEditor, which allows you to open the entire dataset to get a closer look 

at all the data) 

14.  NOTE: WHEN DOWNLOADING INFORMATION, BE SURE TO SLOW 

YOURSELF DOWN AND STUDY THE VARIOUS OPTIONS AND CATEGORIES 



15.  Selecting Option 1 will take you to the following prompt: 

 



16. Select the “Download file from CANSIM….” Tab, which produces a prompt: 

 
17. I would suggest renaming the file with a label that makes more sense, and 

then browsing to a location on your hard drive where you want to deposit 

the file.  

18.   Use the filtering and sorting skills covered in the tutorial using the Atlantic 

Canada Opportunities database.  

19. Download the latest version of Tableau Public. 

20. For a quick less on how to get started in Tableau, consult the first few steps 

of this tutorial.  

http://www.davidmckie.com/Tutorial%20for%20downloading%20and%20analyzing%20data%20from%20the%20Atlantic%20Canada%20Opportunities%20Agency.pdf
http://davidmckie.com/Tableau%20tutorial%20for%20Canadian%20arms%20sales%20visualization.pdf


21.  Be sure to place the columns in the correct areas: GEOGRAPHY, YEAR AND 

INCIDENT TYPE IN “DIMENSIONS”; STATISTICS IN “MEASURES” 

22.   Also, BE SURE TO ADD “INCIDENT_TYPE” TO THE “FILTERS” AREA, AND 

THEN SELECT ONE OF THE THREE CATEGORIES THAT YOU WANT, 

OTHERWISE, TABLEAU WILL ADD THE VALUES FOR EACH OF THE 

CATEGORIES, PROVIDING AN INFLATED NUMBER.  

23.  AND FORMAT THE NUMBERS AS STANDARD, THUS GETTING RID OF THE 

DECIMAL PLACE 

24.   So your first table, which shows the number of incidents in each 

jurisdiction, should look like this, with the geographic names in alphabetical 



order. 

 
25.  Name the Worksheet “Trafficking Totals” and save the Tableau workbook. 

26. Open a second worksheet and repeat the steps for the numbers that break 

down the number of incidents per year. 



27.  Choose the bubble display, which looks like this: 

 



28.  Open a third worksheet that shows the total number of incidents that are 

cleared, and visualize it as a line graph that looks like this: 

 
29.  Finally, we will create a dashboard that brings the three tables together.  

30.  To learn how to create a dashboard, consult the Tableau tutorial 

mentioned earlier, and go to step 82.  

http://davidmckie.com/Tableau%20tutorial%20for%20Canadian%20arms%20sales%20visualization.pdf
http://davidmckie.com/Tableau%20tutorial%20for%20Canadian%20arms%20sales%20visualization.pdf


31.  Your dashboard should look something like this: 

 



32.  Browse to the file where you want to save the workbook that now has the 

title “Tableau Data Extract (*.tde)

 
33.  You can rename the file to something more manageable such as 

“Human_Trafficking”. 

34.  Now you go “Server”, “Save to Tableau Public”, and share the result.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


